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ABSTRACT 

The transformation of education in the digital era and Society 5.0 demands a curriculum that not only 
emphasizes academic achievement, but also the formation of adaptive, critical, and integrated student 
character. The Independent Curriculum is here as a response to this challenge, by offering a more 
flexible approach, project-based learning, and strengthening the values of the Pancasila Student 
Profile. This article aims to examine how the Independent Curriculum contributes to building student 
character amidst the development of digital technology. The method used is a literature study of 15 
accredited national scientific journals published in the last five years. The results of the study show 
that the implementation of the Independent Curriculum encourages the integration of character 
education with digital literacy, increases learning independence, and strengthens students' social-
emotional skills. However, challenges such as the digital divide, limited teacher competence, and 
resistance to change still need to be overcome through ongoing training and collaboration between 
schools, families, and communities. These findings reinforce the urgency of strengthening character as 
the core of education in the digital era through contextual and transformative curriculum design. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The rapid development of information and communication technology has brought 
significant changes in various aspects of human life, including the world of education. 
Entering the digital era and the concept of society 5.0, education is required to produce human 
resources who are not only competent in cognitive aspects, but also have strong characters, 
are able to think critically, collaborate, and adapt to rapid changes. New challenges, such as 
floods, disinformation, decreased direct social interaction, and increased addiction to 
technology, make information character education an urgent need that cannot be ignored. 
Responding to these needs, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology of 
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the Republic of Indonesia initiated the Merdeka Curriculum as a form of national curriculum 
renewal that is more contextual, flexible, and student-centered. This curriculum emphasizes 
strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile, which includes values such as faith and piety, 
global diversity, mutual cooperation, independence, critical thinking, and creativity. Through 
project-based learning (PBL), the Independent Curriculum provides space for students to 
develop character through real and collaborative experiences, which are very relevant to the 
challenges of the times. 

However, the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in the midst of the digital 
era also faces its own challenges, such as the gap in access to technology, teacher readiness, 
and the diversity of school conditions throughout Indonesia. Therefore, this study aims to 
critically analyze how the Independent Curriculum can build student character in the context 
of the digital era, by examining the concept, implementation of strategies, and the challenges 
and opportunities faced in its implementation. 

Rapid changes in the digital era and Society 5.0 require the education system to not only 
achieve academic achievement, but also form a generation that is adaptive, creative, and has 
character. In the midst of these challenges, the Independent Curriculum is present as a 
relevant and transformative solution. There are at least three main reasons why the 
Independent Curriculum is considered the answer to the needs of the times. Flexibility and 
Differentiation of Learning, Project-Based Learning, Strengthening Character Based on 
Pancasila Values. 

The purpose of writing this article is to examine in depth how the Independent 
Curriculum can be an effective strategy in shaping students' character amidst the challenges 
of the digital era and social change during Society 5.0. This article aims to analyze the 
relationship between the principles of the Independent Curriculum—especially learning, the 
Project-Based Learning approach, and strengthening the values of the Pancasila Student 
Profile—with the development of students' character. In addition, this article also aims to 
identify various challenges and opportunities for implementing the Independent Curriculum 
in educational units, as well as offering practical recommendations for teachers, schools, and 
policy makers to be able to optimize the potential of this curriculum in forming a generation 
that is adaptive, has integrity, and is competitive in the digital era. 
 

METHODS 
This study uses a qualitative approach with a library research method. This method was 

chosen to explore in depth various relevant scientific literature related to the Independent 
Curriculum, character education, and the challenges of education in the digital era. Data were 
collected from various secondary sources in the form of accredited national journal articles, 
scientific conference proceedings, academic books, and regulations and official documents 
from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology of the Republic of 
Indonesia published in the last five years (2019–2024). 

Data analysis was carried out using content analysis techniques, by identifying the main 
themes related to: (1) the concept and principles of the Independent Curriculum, (2) 
implementation of project-based learning, (3) strengthening character values through the 
Pancasila Student Profile, and (4) challenges and opportunities in implementing the 
Independent Curriculum in the digital era. Each finding was then synthesized to build an 
argumentative framework that supports the purpose of writing the article. This method is 
considered appropriate because it allows the author to map various developing theoretical 
and empirical perspectives, while also formulating recommendations based on the latest 
trends and findings in the field of education. 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Findings 

The results of the literature study show that the Independent Curriculum consistently 
encourages the strengthening of students' character through various approaches that are in 
accordance with the needs of 21st-century learning. The main findings in this study include 
Flexibility of learning is the main advantage of the Independent Curriculum. Teachers are 
given autonomy in designing learning that is in accordance with the local context, student 
interests, and technological developments, thus enabling the strengthening of character values 
in a more contextual and meaningful way. 

Project-Based Learning (PBL) activated through the Pancasila Student Profile 
Strengthening Project has proven effective in shaping students' character, such as 
responsibility, independence, collaboration, and social concern. Several journals note that the 
implementation of projects based on real issues can increase empathy and critical awareness 
of students towards the environment and society. 

The Independent Curriculum is able to combine digital literacy with character building, 
especially through activities that emphasize the values of mutual cooperation, tolerance, and 
reflective thinking in the digital space. 

Some implementation challenges found include the digital divide between regions, 
limited teacher understanding of the new curriculum concept, and minimal training and 
mentoring in implementing PBL. However, journals also mention that with continuous 
training and consistent policy support, these challenges can be overcome. In general, the 
literature supports that the Independent Curriculum has great potential to build adaptive and 
integrated student character in the digital era, as long as its implementation is carried out in a 
focused and collaborative manner. 
 

Discussion 

The transformation of education in the digital era demands fundamental changes in the 
way students learn and interact with the world around them. In this context, the Independent 
Curriculum is presented as a progressive approach, seeking to answer the complex challenges 
of the 21st century and Society 5.0, by emphasizing flexibility, project-based learning, and 
character building through the values of the Pancasila Student Profile. 

1. Flexibility as the Basis for Today's Curriculum 

One of the main characteristics of the Independent Curriculum is flexibility in planning 
and implementing learning. This flexibility allows teachers to adjust materials and methods 
according to the needs of students and the local context of the school. In the digital era, where 
access to information is very broad and fast, this flexibility is key to creating adaptive, non-
rigid, and more relevant learning to real life. Research shows that this flexibility contributes 
to increased learning motivation and a more authentic understanding of social values 
(Ariyanti, 2022). 

2. Project-Based Learning as Contextual Character Strengthening 

The implementation of Project-Based Learning (PBL) in the Pancasila Student Profile 
Strengthening Project encourages students to actively participate in real and meaningful 
activities. These projects, such as environmental campaigns, healthy social media 
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management, and entrepreneurial activities, enable students to develop characters such as 
responsibility, cooperation, creativity, and social concern. A study by Nurhadi (2021) 
confirmed that the PBL approach significantly improves students' character values, especially 
in terms of independence and collaboration  

3. Strengthening the Values of the Pancasila Student Profile 

The Independent Curriculum explicitly encourages the internalization of the six 
dimensions of the Pancasila Student Profile: faith, global diversity, mutual cooperation, 
independence, critical thinking, and creativity. These values are the answer to the identity 
crisis, intolerance, and social polarization that are increasingly occurring in the digital space. 
In practice, many schools have developed project-based curricula that address issues of 
diversity, digital integrity, and social media ethics as part of character education that is 
relevant to current conditions (Wulandari, 2023). 

4. Challenges of Implementation and Expanding Access 

Although the Merdeka Curriculum has great potential, the challenges in its implementation 
cannot be ignored. Among them are disparities in digital infrastructure between regions, gaps 
in teacher capacity in designing and evaluating PBL, and resistance to change among 
educators. In addition, not all schools have a learning ecosystem that supports holistic 
character formation. Therefore, ongoing training, increasing teacher digital literacy, and 
support from policy makers and the community are important factors in the success of the 
Merdeka Curriculum. 

 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTION 

The Independent Curriculum is a progressive response to the challenges of education in the 
digital era and Society 5.0 which demands more flexible, contextual, and character-oriented 
learning. Through an approach that emphasizes learning differentiation, project-based 
learning, and integration of the values of the Pancasila Student Profile, the Independent 
Curriculum provides ample space for holistic development of student character. 

The flexibility of the curriculum allows teachers to adjust learning methods to student 
conditions and the school environment, while the implementation of character-strengthening 
projects makes values such as mutual cooperation, independence, and responsibility part of 
the real learning experience. This curriculum also provides opportunities to develop digital 
literacy that is balanced with ethics and national values, so that it is relevant to the needs of 
education in the era of technology and openness of information. 

However, the successful implementation of the Independent Curriculum still faces a number 
of challenges, such as the digital divide, teacher readiness, and limited resources. Therefore, 
support from various parties—especially the government, schools, and the community—is a 
key factor so that this curriculum can truly create a generation that is intellectually intelligent, 
strong in character, and adaptive in facing changes in the times 
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In order for the implementation of the Independent Curriculum in building student character 
in the digital era to run optimally, collaborative efforts from various parties are needed. 
Teachers as the spearhead of curriculum implementation need to receive continuous training 
in designing contextual, project-based learning, and integrating character values, especially 
those reflected in the Pancasila Student Profile. The government and schools also need to 
ensure the availability of adequate and evenly distributed digital infrastructure throughout 
Indonesia, so that there is no gap in access to quality learning. In addition, the involvement of 
parents and the community needs to be strengthened as part of a holistic character education 
ecosystem. Digital ethical values, such as responsibility, integrity, and empathy in the use of 
technology, also need to be explicitly integrated into the learning process. Finally, periodic 
evaluation of the effectiveness of the Independent Curriculum is very important so that its 
implementation can continue to be refined based on real needs in the field and the dynamics 
of developments in the era. 
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